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their equality if you carry on at the present pace,'11 sug-
gested. " I realise fully well what a tremendous task it'll
be to overcome the resistance of menfolk who have been
accustomed to ruling the roast in exclusively male interests
for generation after generation."
"We still have so much to do," Umba smiled apolo-
getically. " You see, the total membership of all women's
organisations in India is only a tiny fraction of the number of
women in India. For those outside one or other of the groups,
there is so little we can do."
" Do you think the movement will eventually spread
to all parts of the country, and to all ranks in society? "
I asked.
" Oh yes," she replied unhesitatingly.
" Thai would make life better for succeeding generations,
wouldn't it ? "
" We hope so," Umba smiled. " But I do hope you
haven't taken too seriously all that's been said and written
about the lot of our women in the past. Much of it has been
true, of course. Women haven't been allowed to play the
part they should play in national life, and their private
lives have been ridiculously circumscribed in many cases.
All that is true, I admit. It is a fact that in theory we've
been subjected to the will of the man throughout our lives,
but you can believe me that in a great many cases it has been
in theory only."
" Now, don't give me the old yarn of a clever woman
always being able to get her own way with a man," I laughed.
" I know all about that, and I know that it's quite accurate.
But isn't that just the sort of unpleasant subterfuge that
modern women want to be able to discard ? Don't we aim
at meeting our men as equals ? "
My friend assented gravely, " I agree with all you say.
I wasn't going to infer that we have in the past had our way
by guile. That is probably what happened in a great many
cases, but it wasn't of that I was thinking."